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tiaries, Courtin and Harlay, and acknowledging one
of his agents, Caillieres, who had been for some little
time secretly in that country.

The year finished with the disgrace of Madame de
Saint Geran. She was on the best of terms with the
Princesses, and as much a lover of good cheer as
Madame de Chartres and Madame la Duchesse. This
latter had in the park of Versailles a little house that
she called the " Desert." There she had received very
doubtful company, giving such gay repasts that the
King, informed of her doings, was angry, and forbade
her to continue these parties or to receive certain
guests. Madame de Saint Geran was then in the first
year of her mourning, so that the King did not think
it necessary to include her among the interdicted; but
he intimated that he did not approve of her. In spite
of this, Madame la Duchesse invited her to an early
supper at the Desert a short time after, and the meal
was prolonged so far into the night, and with so much
gaiety, that it came to the ears of the King. He was
in great anger, and learning that Madame de Saint
Geran had been of the party, sentenced her to be ban-
ished twenty leagues from the Court. Like a clever
woman, she retired into a convent at Rouen, saying"
that as she had been unfortunate enough to displease
the King, a convent was the only place for her; and.
this was much approved.

At the commencement of the next year (1697) the
eldest son of the Comte d'Auvergne completed his dis-
honour by a duel he fought with the Chevalier de Cay-
lus, on account of a tavern broil, and a dispute about
some wenches. Caylus, who had fought well, fled from,